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Westways Primary School 
Collective Worship Policy 

 

The aim of the Collective Worship Policy is to provide the opportunity for pupils 
to: 

 worship God   

 reflect on values that are of a broadly Christian nature and on their own 
beliefs   

 develop a community spirit, a common ethos and shared values   

 consider spiritual and moral issues   

 respond to the worship offered.  

 

Statutory Duty of School 
All maintained schools provide daily collective worship for registered pupils 
(apart from those who have been withdrawn by their parents). This is usually 
provided within a daily assembly. 
 
The Headteacher is responsible (under the School Standards and Framework 
Act 1998) for arranging the daily collective worship after consulting with the 
Governing Body. Daily collective worship must be wholly or mainly of a broadly 
Christian character. The precise nature will depend on the family background, 
ages and abilities of the pupils. However, if it is inappropriate for some or all of 
the pupils to take part in Christian collective worship, the head teacher may 
apply to the local Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) 
for a determination to have this requirement lifted. 
 

Implementation 
Collective worship, whether in assembly or tutor time, will: 

 be acceptable to the whole community, staff and pupils   

 include a variety of elements at different times   

 involve the pupils.  
 
Good Practice 
Schools generally combine their acts of collective worship with an assembly 
helping to ensure that the act of collective worship takes place within a broad 
educational framework. 
 
The following are features of good practice: 
Clear objectives 
Suitable timings at appropriate points in the schools day 
A variety of groupings over the course of the week 
Wide staff and pupil involvement no matter what their personal beliefs 
 
Use of visitors 

 Substantial forward planning in terms of themes, leaders, curriculum 
connections etc. 

 Appropriate resources 

 Generating the right atmosphere 

 A time of quiet for personal reflection/ worship 
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 Having guidance for visiting speakers 

 A contribution to the whole school ethos 

 A variety of methods 
 
Acts of collective worship should: 

 Not be over-dominated by school administration 

 Not be over-moralising 
 
Objectives and Methods 
Ideally collective worship in our school should encompass all aspects of school 
life and all areas of the curriculum so that every member of staff and every pupil 
may feel involved.  It both reflects and nurtures the whole ethos of the school.  
In particular, assembly (the usual context for collective worship) develops the 
feeling of belonging to a community which is essential for personal development 
and spiritual growth. 

 
Assembly Themes 
When planning school worship we will group some of the times together under a 
theme.  This gives opportunities for teachers to plan well ahead and provides a 
coherent framework for the year.  By setting themes in advance genuine links 
can be made with religious festivals, school events, national and international 
occasions, social, moral, spiritual and cultural development and the whole 
curriculum.   Knowing themes in advance gives staff and pupils alike the 
opportunity to participate more fully in both planning and presentation. 
 
Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 
The school will review this policy every 2 years and assess its implementation 
and effectiveness. The policy will be promoted and implemented throughout the 
school. 
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